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ABSTRACT 

 

Among the studies of interpretation methodology that is interesting to study is the 

interpretation of tabiin because the interpretation in this generation is positioned 

by different scholars. Some place it in the interpretation of bil al-ma'tsur and some 

place it in the interpretation of bi al-ra'y. These differences are based on differences 

in the capacity of the tabiin to interpret the Qur'an and differences in the views of 

the scholars regarding tabiin. Among the mufasir tabiin who are reliable in 

interpreting the Qur'an is Mujāhid, as a student figure from the turjuman al-Qur'an, 

Ibn 'Abbas r.a. This study aims to look at the sources of interpretation and the 

characteristics of Mujāhid's interpretation in understanding the Qur'an contained 

in the Sahih al-Bukhary. This research uses the book study method with an 

interpretation approach. The results of his research are the characteristics of 

Mujāhid's interpretation in Sahih al-Bukhary, namely: first, the source of his 

interpretation is from the Al-Qur'an, hadith, friends, and personal ijtihad; secondly, 

one of the characteristics of Mujāhid's interpretation is that the majority of his 

interpretations use bi al-ra'y interpretation; using munasabah, tarāduf, in matters 

of mubham using the ijmaly method. 

 

Keywords: Qur’anic interpretation method; Mujahid 
 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Among the normative bases for the tabiin's interpretation is the Prophet 
Muhammad saw. 
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ُ عَنْهُمَا، قَالَ: قَالَ النهبيُِّ صَلهى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلهمَ:   »خَيْرُكُمْ قرَْنِي، ثمُه  عِمْرَان بْن حُصَيْنٍ رَضِيَ اللَّه
 1الهذِينَ يَلوُنَهُمْ، ثمُه الهذِينَ يَلوُنَهُمْ« 

Meaning:  

'Imrān Ibn Husayn r.a. said that the Prophet Muḥammad said: The best (among) you 
are my century, then the next (the period of the Companions), then the next (the 
period of the Tabiin). 

On the other hand, Abῡ Ḥanīfah said 

 2رجال  ونحن رجال  فهم التابعين  عن  جاء وما...

Meaning:  

“...What comes from the tabiin, then they are men, we are men.” 

These words were said by the tabiin about the interpretation of the tabiin. Basically, 
fellow Tabiin have the same credibility and quality in the interpretation of the Qur'an. 

2. METHODS 

This research uses a book study method with a qualitative and library-based 
interpretation approach. By paying attention to aspects of mazahib al- tafsir and manahij 
al-mufassirin or manhaj al-tafsir in the book. 

Mujāhid Biography 

1. Short Biography of Mujāhid 

His full name is Abῡ al-Ḥajjāj Mujāhid Ibn Jabar al-Makkī. He was born in Mecca in 
21 AH during the time of Caliph 'Umar Ibn al-Khattāb. He died in prostration in the year 
104 AH.3 

1. Example of Mujāhid Interpretation 

a. QS al-Infiṭār/82: 9 

Translation: 

 
1Abῡ ‘Abdillāh Muḥammad Ibn Ismā’īl al-Bukhārī, al-Jāmi’ al-Ṣaḥīḥ, jilid III (Cet. I; Bairut: Dār Ṭῡq al-

Najāh,1422 H), h. 171.  
2Muḥammad Ḥusain al-Żahabī, Al-Tafsīr wa al-Mufassirῡn, jilid I (Kairo: Maktabah Muṣ’ab Ibn ‘Umair al-

Islāmiyyah, 1424 H), h. 96.  
3See Abῡ ‘Abdillāh Muḥammad Ibn Ismā’īl al-Bukhārī, al-Jāmi’ al-Ṣaḥīḥ, jilid I, h. 79.  
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“Not only are you disobedient, you deny the day of reckoning.”4 

Mujāhid interpreted al-dīn with al-ḥisāb.5   

b. QS al-Wāqiyah/56: 86 

Translation:          

“So why if you are not controlled (by Allah)?”6 

Mujāhid interprets madīnīn with muḥāsibīn.7  

c. QS Hῡd/11: 44 

Translation: 

“And it was said: “O earth swallow up your water, and O heavens (rain) cease,” and 
the water was stilled, the commandment was accomplished 8 And the ark came to 
rest on the hill of Judi, and it was said: “Perish the wrongdoers.”9 

Mujāhid interpreted al-jῡdī with jabalun bi al-jazīrah. 10  

d. QS Ibrāhīm/14: 16 

Translation: 

“In front of him is Jahannam and he will be given a drink of pus.”11 

Mujāhid interpreted ṣadīd  with qaiḥun wa damun.12 

e. QS al-A’rāf/7: 45 

Translation: 

“(Those) who obstruct (people) from the way of Allah and desire that it should be 
crooked, and they disbelieve in the life of the Hereafter.”13 

 
4Ministry of Religious Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia, Al-Qur’an and its Translatian  (Mekkah: Mujamma' 

al-Malik Fahd li Tiba'āt al-Muṣḥaf al-Syarīf, 2019), h. 1032.  
5See Abῡ ‘Abdillāh Muḥammad Ibn Ismā’īl al-Bukhārī, al-Jāmi’ al-Ṣaḥīḥ, jilid VI, h. 17. 
6Ministry of Religious Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia, Al-Qur’an and its Translatian, h. 897.  
7See Abῡ ‘Abdillāh Muḥammad Ibn Ismā’īl al-Bukhārī, al-Jāmi’ al-Ṣaḥīḥ, jilid VI, h. 17. 
8That is: Allah has fulfilled his pormise by destroying those who disbelieved in the prophet Nuh a.s. Ministry of 

Religious Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia, Al-Qur’an and its Translatian, h. 333.  
9Ministry of Religious Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia, Al-Qur’an and its Translatian, h. 333.  
10See Abῡ ‘Abdillāh Muḥammad Ibn Ismā’īl al-Bukhārī, al-Jāmi’ al-Ṣaḥīḥ, jilid IV, h. 134. 
11Ministry of Religious Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia, Al-Qur’an and its Translatian, h. 382. 
12See Abῡ ‘Abdillāh Muḥammad Ibn Ismā’īl al-Bukhārī, al-Jāmi’ al-Ṣaḥīḥ, jilid IV, h. 120.  
13Ministry of Religious Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia, Al-Qur’an and its Translatian, h.  228. 
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Mujāhid interpreted yabgῡnahā ‘iwajan  with yaltamisῡna lahā ‘iwajan.14 

f. QS al-Anfāl/8: 22 

Translation: 

“Verily, the worst of animals in the sight of Allah are the deaf and dumb who 
understand nothing.”15 

Mujāhid interpreted the verse by quoting the view of Ibn 'Abbās r.a., that this verse is 
khiṭāb for a group from the tribe of 'Abd al-Dār.16 

g. Hadith 

ِ  عَنِ  عُمَرَ، ابْنِ  عَنْ  مُجَاهِدٍ،  عَنْ   إِلىَ  بِاللهيْلِ  نِسَاؤُكُمْ  اسْتأَذَْنكَُمْ  إِذَا: »قَالَ   وسلم عليه الله  صل ى  النهبِي 
 17.«لهَُنه  فَأذَْنُوا المَسْجِدِ،

Meaning: 

“Mujāhid reported that Ibn 'Umar r.a. said that the Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) said that if your wives ask permission to go to the mosque at night, then 
allow them.” 

Characteristics of Mujāhid Interpretation 

1. Source of Interpretation 

a. Al-Qur’an 

1) Āli ‘Imrān/3: 140 

بَيْنَ  مُجَاهِد وقال   هَا 
ُ
نُدَاوِل كَ الأيَّامُ 

ْ
وَتِل هُ 

ُ
مِثْل قَوْمَ قَرحٌْ 

ْ
ال فَقَدْ مَسَّ  مْ قَرحٌْ 

ُ
يَمْسَسْك )إِنْ  : وفيها أنزلت: 

النَّاسِ( ، وفيهم أنزلت:"إن تكونوا تألمون فإنهم يألمون كما تألمون وترجون من الله ما لا يرجون 

 18.حكيمًا وكان الله عليمًا  

 
 

 
14See Abῡ ‘Abdillāh Muḥammad Ibn Ismā’īl al-Bukhārī, al-Jāmi’ al-Ṣaḥīḥ, jilid VI, h. 79.  
15Ministry of Religious Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia, Al-Qur’an and its Translatian, h. 263.  
16Abῡ ‘Abdillāh Muḥammad Ibn Ismā’īl al-Bukhārī, al-Jāmi’ al-Ṣaḥīḥ, jilid VI,  h. 61.  
17Abῡ ‘Abdillāh Muḥammad Ibn Ismā’īl al-Bukhārī, al-Jāmi’ al-Ṣaḥīḥ, jilid 1, h. 172. 
18

Muḥammad Ibn Jarīr al-Ṭabarī, Jāmi’ al-Bayān fī Ta’wīl Āyy al-Qur’ān,  jilid IXو  h. 173.  



Muhammad Irham, Mariani, & Achmad Abubakar 

2903 | I C O S I S - 2 0 2 3  

b. Hadith 

ِ  عَنِ  عُمَرَ، ابْنِ  عَنْ  مُجَاهِدٍ،  عَنْ   إِلىَ  بِاللهيْلِ  نِسَاؤُكُمْ  اسْتأَذَْنكَُمْ  إِذَا: »قَالَ   وسلم عليه الله  ى صل   النهبِي 
 19.«لهَُنه  فَأذَْنُوا المَسْجِدِ،

Meaning: 

“Mujāhid reported that Ibn 'Umar r.a. said that the Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) said that if your wives ask permission to go to the mosque at night, then 
allow them.” 

c. Friends 

QS al-Anfāl/8: 22 

Translation: 

“Verily, the worst of animals in the sight of Allah are the deaf and dumb who 
understand nothing.”20 

Mujāhid interpreted the verse by quoting the view of Ibn 'Abbās r.a., that this verse is 
khiṭāb for a group from the tribe of 'Abd al-Dār.21  

d. Personal Ijtihad of the Tabiin 

Mujāhid only gives a general description of the memorization of al-jῡdī with jabalun 
bi al-jazīrah.   

2. Distinctive Features 

a. Characteristics of Tabiin Mufasirs 

1) Mujāhid 

Some of its distinctive features are: 

a) The majority of his interpretations are bi al-ra'y rather than bi al-ma'ṡῡr even though 
he was not a student of 'Abdullāh Ibn Mas'ῡd r.a., rather he was a student of the 
companion who liked to use narrations, Ibn 'Abbās r.a. This is the characteristic that 
distinguishes Mujāhid from other tabiin mufasirs. 

b) In interpreting the Qur'an, using rational relations, munasabah. This can be seen in the 
first example. Mujāhid does not interpret the memorization of al-dīn textually, namely 

 
19Abῡ ‘Abdillāh Muḥammad Ibn Ismā’īl al-Bukhārī, al-Jāmi’ al-Ṣaḥīḥ, jilid I, h. 172. 
20Ministry of Religious Affairs of The Republic of Indonesia, Al-Qur’an and its Translatian, h. 263. 
21Abῡ ‘Abdillāh Muḥammad Ibn Ismā’īl al-Bukhārī, al-Jāmi’ al-Ṣaḥīḥ, jilid VI,  h. 61.  
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with religion and teachings. However, Mujāhid interprets it contextually by looking at 
the munasabah. Thus, the memorization of al-dīn is interpreted with al-ḥisāb. 

c) In interpreting the Qur'an, tarāduf is used. This can be seen in the second and fourth 
examples. Mujāhid looks for the mutarādif of madīnīn so that ordinary Muslims know 
the meaning. So, Mujāhid interpreted it with the memorization of muḥasibīn. 

d) In interpreting the mubham place names in the Qur'an, using global explanations, not 
details. This can be seen in the third example. Mujāhid only gives a general description 
of the memorization of al-jῡdī with jabalun bi al-jazīrah because the development of 
archaeology during the time of the tabiin was not yet developed. Thus, the location in 
question is not yet known. Now, al-jῡdī is interpreted by the Translator Team of the 
Ministry of Religious Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia with sbukit located in 
southern Armenia bordering Mesopotamia. 

CONCLUSION 

His research concludes that the characteristics of Mujāhid's interpretation in Sahih 
al-Bukhary are: First, the source of interpretation is from the Qur'an, hadith, companions, 
and personal ijtihad; Second, among the characteristics of Mujāhid's interpretation is that 
the majority of his interpretations use interpretation with bi al-ra'y; using munasabah, 
tarāduf, in mubham problems using the ijmaly method. Research on the interpretation of 
the Tabiin is very interesting and urgent. There should be further and comprehensive 
research to reveal the style and characteristics that have not been touched thoroughly. 
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